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noticed which had nearly perforated into the arachnoid space. There were 
apparently two small pyaemic infarcts in the lungs. 

Punctured Fracture of the Skull; Symptoms of Compression 

for Thirty-four Days ; Operation ; Recovery. 

Tubby reports the following case in the British Medical Journal, 1895, No. 
1789 : The patient, aged forty-three years, was thrown from a horse, alighting 
on his head. He was able to walk home unaided, and at no time was there 
giddiness or unconsciousness. He was found to have sustained a lacerated 
wound over the right frontal eminence. The patient objected to any explora¬ 
tion of the wound, as he felt no serious inconvenience. As the condition 
did not improve, however, he decided to submit to an operation thirty-four 
days after the accident. At this time the pupils were widely dilated and 
reacted but poorly to light; pulse was 58, slow and full. The speech was 
deliberate and hesitating. The mind was clear and memory good. There 
was slight blurring of both optic disks. There was no paralysis anywhere. 
The wound was suppurating. Examination of the wound showed that a 
portion of the skull seven-eighths by half an inch had been depressed for 
more than half an inch below the surface. The dura was not wounded. 
The peculiar features of the case are the serious nature of the injury, although 
attended with such apparently slight symptoms, the depth to which the 
fragment of bone had been driven and the rapid relief afforded by its 
removal. The circulation in the superior longitudinal sinus must have been 

t interfered with, but no ill effects seem to have followed. 

The Curability of Cancer when the Lymph-nodes are 

Involved. 

Curtis, in an article under this title in the Medical Record, vol. 47, No. 7, 
reports two cases in which there was distinct carcinomatous glandular in¬ 
volvement in which the patients have apparently been cured by removing all 
of the parts that appeared diseased. The author does not accept Heiden- 
hain’s advice to remove the pectoral fascia in cases of carcinoma of the breast 
and the entire muscle itself if the disease has penetrated into its fibres at any 
point. He does not think the few cases so far recorded in which this method 
has been followed have justified a continuation of the practice. The con¬ 
tribution is a plea for the rational treatment of malignant disease, and while 
not advocating undue conservatism, any unnecessary sacrifice of tissues is 
properly objected to. 

The Treatment of Inoperable Malignant Tumors with the 

Toxins of Erysipelas and Bacillus Prodigiosus. 

Coley, in a review of this subject in the Medical Record, New York, 
vol. 47, No. 3, summarizes his experience as follows: 

Up to May 31, 1894, he had treated with mixed toxins twenty-five cases of 
inoperable sarcoma, eight of inoperable carcinoma, and three of sarcoma or 
carcinoma. In the cases of carcinoma he had had marked improvement in a 
number of cases, but no cures. The cases were all very advanced recurrent 
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tumors. In sarcoma he stated that there were six cases in which he con¬ 

sidered there was a reasonable hope of permanent cure. Six months have 

passed since then, and none of the six cases have shown any recurrence. Of 

two other cases, which were merely mentioned among the tabulated cases as 

improving, one has gone on to entire disappearance of the very large tumor 

and promises to be a cure, and the other, a six-times-recurrent sarcoma of 

hand, is in perfect health at present, nearly two years since the beginning of 

the treatment. Since. May 31, 1894, he has treated twenty-four cases of 

malignant tumors, all inoperable and mostly recurrent; with the mixed 

toxins. Of these cases, thirteen were sarcoma and eleven carcinoma. In 

many of these cases of carcinoma the injections had an undoubted retarding 

influence, and in some of the cases the improvement was extraordinary, but 

in no case did the tumor entirely disappear. In the sarcoma cases the effect 

was far more marked; and, although in a number of the cases the disease 

was so far advanced that there could be no possible hope of recovery, still 

the powerful controlling influence of the toxins was demonstrated, and had 

the patient’s general condition permitted a prolonged use of the injections, 

the result might have been otherwise. 

In three of the thirteen cases the sarcomas have entirely disappeared ; and, 

although no great length of time has elapsed, the results in his older cases 

make it improbable that relapse will occur. Of his total of thirty-eight 

cases of inoperable sarcoma, therefore, nine cases promise to be permanently 

successful. 

Temporary Resection op the Nasal Bones in Operations on the 

Frontal, Ethmoidal, and Sphenoidal Sinuses. 

A new method of attacking the frontal ethmoidal and sphenoidal sinuses 

for the purpose of evacuating pus or removing new growths is reported by 

G-ussenbauer ( Wien. klin. Woch., 1895, No. 21), who describes two success¬ 

ful operations, at least so far as immediate results are concerned, in two cases 

of malignant growths. 

The method employed wras devised with the view of giving ample room 

for the operation, and as far as possible freedom from the disfigurement 

the scar entailed. The operation was as follows: An incision was made, 

including the skin and periosteum, through the eyebrow along the supra¬ 

orbital margin, passing down the side of the nose close to the inner angle of 

the eye, and uniting with a similar incision on the other side by a transverse 

incision over the bridge of the nose at the juncture of the osseous and car¬ 

tilaginous portions. By the use of a sharp chisel the nasal bones were 

divided from their cartilage, and the nasal processes of the frontal bones 

were resected ; the resection was then carried upward through the lachrymal 

bones and the portion of the frontal bone forming the superior part of the 

orbit; after the division of the ethmoid bone and the attachment of its per¬ 

pendicular plate from the vomer, the bone with the attached superficial 

structures were turned back in one flap, laying bare the ethmoidal and 

frontal sinuses. There was very little bleeding, although the nares had been 

previously plugged on account of hemorrhage. The patient made a good 

recovery, the bone, which was replaced and sutured in position, uniting by 


